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FY 2016 WAC Artist Roster Panel Evaluation Tips

Artist Statement 

Many art applications ask for an artist’s statement. An artist should be able to articulate the language component of his/her art beyond just how the art was created and the medium/material used. There may be an artist, art form or artistic period that is an inspiration. Accomplished artists often talk about a process of development or emergence, and/or a relationship with a larger sensibility that could be connected culturally, socially, demographically, spiritually, economically, emotionally or physically. Artists often work from a clearly defined theme(s); the artist is involved in and can express his/her process in how the theme(s) evolved. This is different from an artist’s bio. 
Professionalism, Artistic Experience and/or Educational Background
There are several things that make an artist a professional artist. They are, in no particular order: education, training, dedication, skills, achievement, responsibility, professional position, integrity. Professionals take the creation of their art and the presentation of their art seriously. Being a professional artist does not necessarily mean that the artist lives exclusively from the sale of his/her art, but it does reflect a serious endeavor of study and practice into the chosen art discipline, and reflects some participation in or presentation of public performances/exhibits and/or workshops.  

Collaborations with Specific Audiences, Special Populations, etc.
This should reflect the artists’ intention to work with special populations or audiences, or provide information about those they have worked with in the past. This can include but is certainly not limited to museums, libraries, schools, Ethnic or Cultural groups, low-income populations, people with disabilities, energy works, veterans groups, older adults, youth at risk and/or service organizations, such as Boys and Girls Club and more. 
Presentation Materials (audio and/or video) or Letters of Reference
This media (or your letters of reference) should show or describe the artist(s) in a public setting performing, presenting, teaching, exhibiting, etc. Quality of audio and visual should be good enough to hear the quality of the music and/or presentation. This media should aim to look and sound professional, if not professionally done, which can be an expense. This part of the application is critical to the success of the artist being approved to the roster. All artists should be shown in a typical setting they would be in if conducting a workshop, reading, gallery talk or performance. Letters should address applicant’s abilities in these areas. 
Artistic Expression and Subject Matter
This category examines the artist’s use of an art form to express meaning through the use of content, techniques, concepts, medium and/or materials. Experienced artists practiced in their art form often have explored the use of different techniques, the study of specific artistic periods, other artists, or conceptualizations to further their own expression. There could also be a component of use of the medium/materials representing a studied approach to the combination that elevate both the materials and concept, or expression, of the art. Accomplished artists exhibit an authority over their work, are in control of the expression and the medium/material and use those fundamentals in innovative ways. How much creativity is demonstrated in the art? Beginning artists may yet be focused on learning how best to express their artistic talent or the concepts with which they have become interested. There is an element of experimentation without the cohesiveness of how techniques and materials develop a unique expression.

The subject matter of the artist’s work may reflect a period of production on a single theme, emotion or idea. These subjects may permeate all of the artist’s work, or could evolve to others that the artist wants to explore. Developed artistic subject matter would be compositionally complex, imaginative and seems to have a purpose to its creation. The artist’s approach to the subject matter is original. Elements are imaginatively used and used with intent. The medium/material incorporated often reflects something about the subject matter. There may be clear tension or conflict between elements. Beginning art may exhibit similarities to basic subject matter choices.  

Public or Presenting Component and Overall Quality
Artists who are experienced presenters of their work demonstrate confidence. The program is fully developed, well-practiced, and displays a body or breadth of work. Confidence is conveyed in the aspects of their art, and the presentation of it is controlled and done with authority from a learned knowledge of techniques, self-realization and practice. With experience, artists are able to articulate aspects of their art presentation in relation to their skills, training, education, etc., and have a rapport with the audience. Presentation experience may also be reflected in the resume. Beginning presenters may have a program less fully developed, or that it may be lacking critical components or content. The presentation may lack strong confidence and polish, and may feel like it has not yet jelled.

The application should have as few mistakes as possible, no excessive material attached, and all sections filled out properly. It is a good idea to have another person review and edit your application prior to submission.
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